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to represent Mr. Headley in the House of Rep-
resentatives and it behooves us to pay tribute
to such an outstanding leader.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Headley obtained a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Behavioral Science from
Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina.
He became a successful entrepreneur, serving
as the president of Diversified Inch By Inch,
Inc., one of the city’s leading African-American
general contracting firms. In this position, Mr.
Headley demonstrated deep commitment to
the community through several development
projects that his company undertook, including
the construction of local medical and dental fa-
cilities for Oxford Health Plans, Brookdale
Hospital & Medical Center, and Interfaith Med-
ical Center, and new housing, including a
multi-level senior citizens apartment complex
for Berean Missionary Baptist Church. Mr.
Headley launched efforts of urban renewal by
assisting in the development of senior citizen
housing and youth centers for communities in
need across the five boroughs.

Mr. Headley has exhibited the qualities of
an exemplary community leader in his service
as District Leader for the 40th Assembly Dis-
trict in the East New York section of Kings
County. During his term, he remained dedi-
cated to improving the quality of life for his
constituents by continuously engaging in initia-
tives aimed at expanding college scholarships,
employment opportunities, affordable housing,
public assistance services, and social serv-
ices, including senior citizen centers that offer
hot meals, transportation, and access to basic
health care services. In addition, he remained
actively involved on various local community
and planning boards, founded the community’s
first Local Development Corporation along with
the Federation of Block Associations for East
New York, and established the Federation of
Addiction Agencies that offers a drug-free
treatment program in East New York and
Brownsville. Currently, Mr. Headley enor-
mously contributes to the political sector of the
community by successfully managing the cam-
paigns of candidates running for positions in
the city, state, and federal levels of govern-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the remarkable
achievements and selfless service of Mr.
Headley as he continues to benevolently ex-
tend his talents and services for the better-
ment of the community.

Mr. Speaker, may our country continue to
benefit from the civic actions of committed and
laudable community leaders such as Mr.
DeCosta Headley.

————

COMMENDING JACK DILLENBURG
FOR EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY
SERVICE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the exemplary public service of
Jack Dillenburg, a resident of the town of
Arkwright in Chautauqua County, upon the oc-
casion of his recognition as the 2005 Chau-
tauqua County Democrat of the Year.

Jack’s dedication to public service has been
manifest, and his commitment to the residents
of Chautauqua County has been outstanding.
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Jack served as an appointed member of
New York State Assemblyman Rolland Kid-
der’s staff from 1976 until 1982.

During that time Jack continued to work
very hard for his constituents back home. In
1975 Jack was elected to the Forestville Vil-
lage Board of Trustees where he served until
1977 when he was elected mayor.

In 1980 Jack began a four-term streak as a
member of the Chautauqua County legislature.
During his time as a legislator, Jack’s leader-
ship and consensus building skills led him to
be chosen by his colleagues to be both the
majority leader and the minority leader.

The year 1992 ushered in six terms as the
Arkwright Town Supervisor where there is no
doubt that he did all he could to better the
community.

Over 20 years later Jack decided to hang
up his hat as an elected official and in 1998
he began a 5-year duty as the clerk of the
Chautauqua County legislature; a responsi-
bility he was well suited to fill following his
years of experience in the legislature.

In addition to all of these outstanding
achievements in public service, Jack still gave
his all and served as the town of Arkwright's
Democratic Chair for 27 years.

Mr. Dillenburg deserves recognition and
congratulations for the vast contributions he
has made over the last three decades, not just
to the Democratic Party in general, but to the
people of his community, his county and to all
of western New York. Chautauqua County is a
better place because of Jack Dillenburg’s
commitment to public service, and | am proud,
Mr. Speaker, to have an opportunity to honor
him today.

————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JOHN
PEABODY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to recognize Colonel John
Peabody who has served our Nation’s Army
with distinction for over 25 years. He will
shortly be leaving his current post at the Pen-
tagon and transferring to the State of Hawaii.

Colonel Peabody is a graduate of the United
States Military Academy at West Point. John
continued his education through the Command
and General Staff College and the Army War
College, where he earned his Master's Degree
in Strategic Studies. He also has earned de-
grees from El Colegio de Mexico and Howard
University.

Colonel Peabody has field proven leader-
ship capabilities and an exemplary warrior
ethos. He was first assigned to the 193rd In-
fantry Brigade in Panama where he served as
a Sapper Platoon Leader, Company Executive
Officer, and Aide-de-Camp. Later, he served
as the Logistics Support Command Engineer,
Somalia. He also was the Political-Military Di-
vision Chief of the J5, US Southern Command
in Panama. During Operation Iraqi Freedom
he commanded the 3rd Infantry Division’s En-
gineer Brigade totaling over 3,000 engineers
with ten attached units. Currently, he is as-
signed to the Army’s Office of the Chief, Leg-
islative Liaison, where he is the Programs Di-
vision Chief.
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Colonel Peabody is a model soldier and his
many awards and commendations stand as
testimony to that. His awards and decorations
include the Legion of Merit, Purple Heart, Joint
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious
Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service and
Expeditionary Medals, the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation, Master Parachutist Badge, and Ranger
Tab.

| know that the members of Congress will
join me in honoring Colonel John Peabody
and wishing his family and him all the best in
the years to come.

————

SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 16, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2862) making ap-
propriations for Science, the Departments of
State, Justice, and Commerce, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes:

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, | con-
tinue to be concerned about some of the fund-
ing cuts in this bill, but am heartened by the
Committee’s rejection of the President’'s pro-
posal to eliminate Community Development
Block Grants and the passage of the Sanders
amendment that rolls back some of the most
egregious components of the PATRIOT Act.
While | am troubled by the lack of funding for
important programs such as community polic-
ing and public broadcasting, the final version
of the bill reflected significant improvements
from the Bush administration’s recommenda-
tions. Despite my initial opposition, when it
came time to vote, | felt the improvements
made to the bill warranted my support.

TRIBUTE TO VINCENT JOHNSON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of a Brooklynite and distinguished
lawyer, Vincent Johnson. It is an honor to rep-
resent Mr. Johnson in the House of Rep-
resentatives and it behooves us to pay tribute
to such an outstanding leader.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Johnson obtained a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Brooklyn College and
a Juris Doctor degree at St. John’s University
School of Law. Before completing his under-
graduate studies, Mr. Johnson dedicated four
years of service to the United States Air
Force, where he rose to the rank of Airman
first class and was assigned to the Scott Air
Force Base in Belleville, lllinois and
Tachikawa Air Force Base in Japan.

Mr. Johnson became an associate in the
Admiralty Law firm of Fields & Rosen upon
graduating from St. John’s University School
of Law, and was appointed an assistant Dis-
trict Attorney in the Kings County District Attor-
ney’s office, where he generously devoted
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eight years serving the community. Mr. John-
son is now dedicated to the general practice
of law and holds an office at 26 Court Street.
He remains particularly active in several orga-
nizations, including the Bedford Stuyvesant
Lions Club, Brooklyn Bar Association, Phi
Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity, 100 Black Men
of New York, and Comus Social Club.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the achievements
and selfless service of Mr. Johnson as he con-
tinues to offer his talents and philanthropic
services for the betterment of the community.

Mr. Speaker, may our country continue to
benefit from the civic actions of altruistic com-
munity leaders such as Mr. Vincent Johnson.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | missed nine
votes on June 17th, 2005 because | was at-
tending my daughter's graduation from ele-
mentary school. Had | been present | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall Nos. 274, 275,
276, 277, 278 and 281. | would have voted
“no” on rollcall Nos. 279, 280 and 282.

———

RECOGNIZING ADMIRAL VERN
CLARK, CHIEF OF NAVAL OPER-
ATIONS, FOR HIS SERVICE AND
DEDICATION

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Admiral Vern Clark, Chief of
Naval Operations, for his loyal service to the
United States of America.

Admiral Clark’s dedication and loyalty to the
advancement of our naval service and the Na-
tion as a whole is to be highly commended.

Admiral Clark’s devotion to duty has re-
flected the highest standards of the military
profession through a number of command and
staff positions. He served aboard the destroy-
ers USS John W. Weeks and the USS Gear-
ing. As a Lieutenant, he commanded the USS
Grand Rapids. He also commanded the USS
McCloy, USS Spruance, the Atlantic Fleet's
Anti-Submarine Warfare Training Center, De-
stroyer Squadron Seventeen, and Destroyer
Squadron Five. After being selected for flag
rank, he commanded the Carl Vinson Battle
Group/Cruiser Destroyer Group Three, the
Second Fleet, and the United States Atlantic
Fleet. Ashore, he served as Special Assistant
to the Director of the Systems Analysis Divi-
sion in the Office of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations. He later served as the Administrative
Assistant to the Deputy Chief of Naval Oper-
ations and as the Administrative Assistant to
the Deputy Chief on Naval Operations. He
then served as the Administrative Aide to the
Vice Chief of Naval Operations. He also
served as Head of the Cruiser-Destroyer Com-
bat Systems Requirements Section and Force
Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer for the Com-
mander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic
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Fleet, and he directed the Joint Staff’s Crisis
Action Team for Desert Shield and Desert
Storm. Admiral Clark’s first flag assignment
was at the U.S. Transportation Command
where he was director of both Plans and Pol-
icy and Financial Management and Analysis.
While he was commanding the Carl Vinson
Battle Group, he deployed to the Arabian Gulf
and served as Deputy Commander, Joint Task
Force Southwest Asia. He also served as the
Deputy Chief of Staff, United States Atlantic
Fleet; the Director of Operations and subse-
quently Director of the Joint Staff. He became
the 27th Chief of Naval Operations on July 21,
2000.

Admiral Clark’s awards and decorations in-
clude the Defense Distinguished Service
Medal (three awards), the Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal (two awards), the Legion of Merit
(three awards), the Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (four
awards), the Navy Commendation Medal, and
various service and campaign awards.

Admiral Vern Clark has shown the highest
level of commitment and devotion to his coun-
try. Today we recognize him for his unwaver-
ing patriotism and dedication to both his pro-
fession and the American people.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Ad-
miral Vern Clark, the 27th Chief of Naval Op-
erations, on his retirement from the United
States Navy.

———

HENRY J. HYDE UNITED NATIONS
REFORM ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 17, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2745) to reform
the United Nations, and for other purposes:

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | stand in wholehearted opposition to
this outrageous Republican bill, which requires
the Secretary of State to press for numerous
reforms at the United Nations (UN) including
budgeting, oversight and accountability,
peacekeeping, and human rights. H.R. 2745,
which requires the Secretary of State to with-
hold 50 percent of U.S. assessed contributions
to the regular budget of the U.N., if the Sec-
retary is unable to certify that the reforms
called for by this bill have been met, is simply
unacceptable.

The United Nations, which is based in our
country, in New York City, was created in
1947 by the United Nations Participation Act,
with a mission of assisting the President and
the Department of State in conducting United
States policy at the United Nations.

Along with my Democratic colleagues, |
wholeheartedly believe in the goals of the
United Nations, yet | do believe there is some
need for reforming the organization. The idea
that our country can just unilaterally withhold
50 percent of what we owe to the U.N. and
then veto any new or expanded peacekeeping
operations is not good politics, and does not
serve our national interest by any means. | do
however; strongly believe that the Lantos-
Shays substitute, which, if passed, would em-
power the Secretary of State to withhold funds
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if the suggested reforms are not met, would
allow the United States to work with other na-
tions to achieve true reform.

There are numerous problems with this bill.
Perhaps the most ridiculous is the mandating
of the withholding of 50 percent of our dues to
the U.N. by giving inadequate flexibility to the
Secretary of State. The bill, in effect, man-
dates a withholding of U.S. dues by imposing
an unrealistically long list of 38 reforms, a
number of which are virtually impossible to
achieve in such a short period of time.

In my estimation, given that our country has
been, and remains to be, the single largest
contributor to the U.N., that we should not at-
tempt to simply strong arm the organization
with threats or sanctions merely to achieve the
types of reforms we deem necessary. In fact,
in 2002, our contributions to the U.N. totaled
more than $3.0 billion, a total which included
over $5 million in assessed contributions to
their regular budget and U.N. affiliated agen-
cies; about $750 million in assessed contribu-
tions to U.N. peacekeeping activities; about
$50 million for war crimes tribunals; and about
$1.7 billion in voluntary contributions to U.N.-
affiliated organizations and programs. To reit-
erate, | simply do not think that unilaterally
withholding funds from the United Nations is a
good way to achieve real reform of the organi-
zation, and if | had been able to be here
today, | would have voted “yes” on the Lan-
tos-Shays Substitute, and “no” on overall pas-
sage of the Hyde bill.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF RON
ACE FOR HIS 30 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE CONCORD POLICE
DEPARTMENT

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, my colleague, Mrs. TAUSCHER and |,
rise to pay tribute to Chief Ron Ace who is re-
tiring from the City of Concord Police Depart-
ment after 30 years of serving the residents of
Concord and the entire region.

Ron Ace began his career in public service
even before his work with the Concord Police
Department when he served in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from 1967 to 1971. As a Marine,
he served a tour of duty in Viet Nam in 1969,
attached to a Huey Gunship helicopter squad-
ron as a door-gunner.

Chief Ace began his distinguished career
with the City of Concord Police Department in
1975, having previously served as a Deputy
Sheriff with Alameda County. In 1985, Ron
Ace was promoted to Police Sergeant. Ten
years later he became a Lieutenant, and in
1998, he was promoted to Captain.

In 1999, Ron Ace was promoted to Police
Chief for the City of Concord. As Chief, he has
been instrumental in helping the Police De-
partment become recognized throughout the
country as a model law enforcement agency.

During his tenure, Chief Ace helped to de-
velop and advance the Department’s gener-
alist model of community policing. This ap-
proach has worked to support collaboration
among police officers, residents, and civic
leaders to ensure the safety of residents and
the individuals who work to protect the City.
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